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Over the years, filmmakers embraced four different approaches in film history study. Through aesthetic, economic, technological and social approaches, better outcomes are achieved. The first approach is significant in depicting the artistic influence and significance of a film. Through the aesthetic approach in the ‘Mysterious Skin’, close up shots which are justapositioned are utilized (Araki, 2009). The use of the images in the kitchen scene is significant for it protects the young actors from implemented sexual content. The economic approach is emphatic on dynamic studio changes and reasons why the studio system was founded. Through the technological approach; filmmakers illustrate film history through improvements and developments (Araki, 2009). Through the social history approach, the society is studied. This paper explores the ‘Mysterious Skin’ through aspects of social history, accomplishments and individual rating criteria.
The film is considered through the social history approach over the others because it depicts many affective tendencies.  Emotions, structures and cultural styles are used to portray the society’s nature (Araki, 2009). Apparently, two different characters in different worlds are described. Social history is evident where historical moments of urgency are illustrated. Each character experiences a historical presence that has a direct impact on their lives. Brian believes that he was abducted by aliens through the experiences he encountered when he was eight years old. The mental fantasy of the past incident of molestation plays a significant role in explaining the affective tendencies influencing the character in the present life (Araki, 2009). Unlike Brian, Neil experiences sexual moments that determine his life as a young adolescent. Through past moments of pleasure, the character develops a rebellious character for survival in New York. 
From a historical perspective, the film is significant through aspects of regional identity, self-discovery and childhood experiences. In the first aspect, a historical significance is illustrated where the film highlights customs of the Midwest and the East. The East which comprises Kansas depicts an embodiment of virtues that are considered utopian in nature (Araki, 2009). Unlike the East, the Midwest highlights historical aspects that show aspects of living through hardship in the urban settings. Both regions identify themselves differently. Historically, the film is considered important because it describes elements of self-discovery through the reality (Araki, 2009). Neil acknowledges his sexuality through the help of his confidant Wendy. Brian acknowledges the childhood trauma and molestation he faced as a child through his meeting with Neil after ten years. Childhood experiences highlighted shape the course of the story from the past to the present. Through the methods, much importance is created.
The film is considered great due to criteria that comprise cinematography, acting and the production design. Through the first element, the ‘Mysterious Skin’ is considered great because the script, sound and story line are well presented. The three aspects make the outcomes outstanding because they promote better interpretation of the scenes. Through the use of innovative and creative scenes, the script is developed alongside the film timing and visuals (Araki, 2009). Acting is an integral film aspect which fits into one’s rating criteria. By analysing the script, one realizes that the main characters do their best in acting out their parts. Brian is a complete introvert from his childhood whereas Neil is somehow outgoing and rebellious in his adolescent years (Araki, 2009). Through the film, greatness is enhanced where technology is embraced in the production design. The alien fantasy is described through technical aspects.
The ‘Mysterious Skin’ is described well through a social history approach. Affirmative tendencies which comprise emotions, structures and cultural styles illustrate the approach. A historical significance is portrayed through regional identity, self-discovery and childhood experiences. The film is considered great due to the criteria that entail cinematography, acting and production design. The elements remain outstanding and great within the entire film.
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